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Notes

Drawing is copyright of fenton+reece
Only labelled dimensions are to be taken from this 
drawing. Do not scale from this drawing.
Contractor is responsible for taking and checking all 
dimensions, below ground services and setting out.
All elements of design should be checked on site and 
conflicts reported to responsible designer...If in doubt ask
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Green Infrastructure Strategy

S1 - For Co-Ordination

26CB02 -FRL -01 -XX -D -L -1006

P01 Issued for Comment MR RF 240222
P02 Issued for PAC Approval MR RF 240305
P03 Turning head in visitor car park added MR RF 240314
P04 Red Line Boundary Updated MR RF 240410
P05 Turning head revised and planting revised MR RF 240613
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Site Location: SWITCH Harbourside, Port Talbot

fenton+reece ltd has been asked to prepare a Green Infrastructure Statement for the planning 
application for SWITCH Harbourside, Port Talbot. Following recent updates to Planning Policy 
Wales 11 there is now a requirement for all planning applications in Wales to be supported by 
a Green Infrastructure Statement.  Section 6.2.5 has been updated to include the following 
statement:

“A green infrastructure statement should be submitted with all planning applications. 
This will be proportionate to the scale and nature of the development proposed and 
will describe how green infrastructure has been incorporated into the proposal. In the 
case of minor development this will be a short description and should not be an 
onerous requirement for applicants. The green infrastructure statement will be an 
effective way of demonstrating positive multi-functional outcomes which are 
appropriate to the site in question and must be used for demonstrating how the step-
wise approach (Paragraph 6.4.21) has been applied.”

Baseline Summary:

Site History & Existing Site Condition:
The brownfield site has been previously developed to facilitate development of this kind. This 
GI Statement should be read in conjunction with Harbourside Strategic Employment Site 
Ecological Assessment produced by the Countryside & Wildlife Team at Neath Port Talbot in 
November 2019 and its update in February 2021, as part of the platform preparation, this 
included the following works and is a close record of current site conditions:

Construction of new road infrastructure and the upgrading of substandard roads to 
serve new business development sites .
Remediation of contamination and other site constraints to an area of 3.0ha to create 
a site that is ready for development.
Flood mitigation works including the installation of additional drainage measures.

Site Context: 
The 1km study area around the site found no statutory landscape designations, but does 
include two local SINCs, River Afan and Port Talbot Docks. There are a number of significant 
green infrastructure assets in the area immediately surrounding the site; these vary from 
brownfield open mosaics to ornamental planting in car parks - there is great opportunity to 
connect with these assets when assessing the site using the DECCA framework. Given the 
scale of the development it will be important to consider a wide range of aspects in relation to 
Green Infrastructure, for ecological considerations it will be positive to attract invertebrates 
and birds, plus providing reptile refugia/hibernaculum for the benefit of these local SINCs.

Main Priorities for Green Infrastructure:
Retaining existing Biodiversity Mitigation Areas where possible
Enabling a coordinated approach to water management on site and flood mitigation
Support identified priority habitats for rare invertebrates
Bringing users of the site closer to nature 

On Site Green Infrastructure Change


